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When I founded CLEAR RIVERS, it was driven by a simple belief: our oceans, and our world,
deserve much better. Since then, we have worked to develop effective solutions to plastic
pollution in waterways, addressing the problem from source to symptom. Along the way, we
have engaged citizens, authorities, companies, and educational institutions in the transition
towards a circular economy.

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS made concrete progress in reducing river pollution, strengthening our
partnerships, and expanding our project scope. We are happy to share this progress in detail in
this annual report.

I am deeply grateful to everyone who supported CLEAR RIVERS in 2025. Your support makes
our work possible, and I look forward to continuing this journey together toward cleaner,
healthier waters.

Ramon Knoester
Founder & Director, CLEAR RIVERS
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CLEAR RIVERS was founded in 2014 by Ramon Knoester, an architect
from Rotterdam. Confronted with plastic pollution along Dutch shores,
he was struck by the scale of the problem and by how little was being
done. This concern sparked a clear vision: to stop plastic waste from
reaching our oceans.

CLEAR RIVERS is the public-facing brand of the Recycled Island
Foundation. The organization develops practical solutions to tackle
plastic pollution at its source. Our work focuses on retrieving debris
from rivers and quays, organizing clean-up actions, promoting the
circular reuse of plastics, and raising awareness through educational
initiatives.

With over 12 years of experience, CLEAR RIVERS combines hands-on
action with long-term impact. We work where plastic enters the water
system and turn waste into valuable resources. 

Today, CLEAR RIVERS operates internationally, with initiatives including
Litter Trap installations, educational programs, and circular products,
such as floating parks, building materials, and furniture. 

We have corporate, non-profit, and governmental partners in the
Netherlands, Belgium, Romania, Vietnam, Indonesia, and beyond, and we
constantly strive to expand our global impact with new collaborations. 

CLEAR RIVERS is a not-for-profit foundation governed by a board that sets
the organization’s strategic direction. All financial resources directly support
our mission to prevent plastic pollution from reaching seas and oceans.
CLEAR RIVERS holds ANBI (Public Benefit Organization) status in the
Netherlands and has been officially registered in Vietnam since 2023.

Our TeamWho We Are
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CLEAR RIVERS exists to stop plastic pollution.

We prevent plastic waste from entering seas and oceans by tackling pollution at
its source: in rivers, ports, and urban waterways. By intercepting plastic close to
where it enters the water system, we prevent floating waste from reaching marine
environments.

Although CLEAR RIVERS is headquartered in the Netherlands, plastic pollution is a
global challenge that requires international action. Since 2023, we have strengthened
our presence in Southeast Asia through representatives in Indonesia and Vietnam,
expanding our local partnerships and on-the-ground impact.

Every year, around 8 million tonnes of plastic enter the oceans, adding to the
estimated 150 million tonnes already circulating in marine environments. This
means the equivalent of a truckload of plastic enters the ocean every minute. More
than 80% of this pollution originates from land-based sources, primarily through
rivers (Ritchie & Roser, 2018).

Stopping pollution in rivers is one of the most effective ways to protect our oceans.

We envision a world where rivers no longer carry plastic to the sea.

A world in which waterways are clean, ecosystems are restored, and plastic is
recognized not as waste, but as a valuable resource within a circular economy. 

In this future, cities, ports, communities, and businesses take shared responsibility for
preventing plastic pollution at its source. Innovation, local ownership, and
international collaboration work together to protect marine environments.

For this future to exist, we must stop plastic pollution both in the short and long-
term. This is why, at CLEAR RIVERS, we adopted an integrated and international
approach. We clean already existing debris from waterways, while preventing further
pollution from occurring through initiatives targeting behavioral change. 

Our vision goes beyond collecting plastics; we aim to address the issue at its core
and contribute to a circular economy. By targeting both the causes and symptoms
of the issue, we hope to create a world where no plastic flows from rivers into oceans,
circular solutions replace linear waste systems, and communities are empowered to
prevent and reuse plastic locally.

Our Mission Our Vision

Litter Trap - Can Tho, Vietnam 5



At CLEAR RIVERS, our goal is to offer effective solutions to a complex global challenge. Our
greatest strength is our holistic approach that combines cleaning initiatives focused on
immediate mitigation with prevention measures targeting long-term behavioral change. With
over 10 years of experience in designing, testing and implementing different solutions, we
have developed our 5 key pillars of action. 

By alleviating symptoms and tackling root causes, CLEAR RIVERS is uniquely positioned to
deliver lasting impact in the fight against global plastic pollution in waters.

Our Approach
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Clean Ups

Litter Traps
We implement Litter Traps that capture debris in rivers before it reaches our oceans.
Our Litter Traps are tested and validated passive systems that harness natural forces,
such as water currents and wind, and are largely made from recycled plastics.

Education
We educate children and young professionals on plastic pollution. Through lectures,
workshops, and hands-on activities, we connect knowledge with real-world action,
empowering generations to contribute to a plastic-free sea.

Awareness
We raise awareness on global plastic pollution to drive behavioral change through
events, partnerships, and digital storytelling. By sharing data-driven insights, we make
plastic pollution concrete, encouraging collaboration and collective responsibility.

Recycling
We assign new value to collected litter by recycling it into new products. We close
the loop between interception and reuse. From circular prototypes to local recycling
partnerships, we assign new value to marine litter. Circularity is embedded in our identity.

Clean up with Cargill & Roeivereniging De Stern volunteers (2025)

We involve local citizens and organizations in cleaning up water shores. These actions
mobilize companies, schools, and communities while making pollution visible and
tangible. Our clean ups combine immediate impact with long-term behavioral change.
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> 150 
cleanups

> 40'000 kg of
trash collected

> 6'000 pupils reached across 
4 levels of education

> 60 projects executed

> 50 educational
institutions involved

> 10 
circular products

> 10 circularity 
partners

with > 100 
partners

> 1'000'000 
people reached

> 100 awareness-
raising initiatives

16 active 
Litter Traps

in 7 countries
across 

2 continents

10-100 kg 
of trash collected

per emptying

Our Impact in Numbers
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in 2025
Learn more about our initiatives, partnerships,
and achievements of this year.

Modular Litter Trap - Dordrecht, Netherlands 8



2025 At a Glance
Clean Ups Litter Traps Education Awareness Recycling

10
Clean Ups

17
Partners

> 1'200
Kgs of trash

collected

16
Active Litter

Traps

1
New Model
Deployed

7
Countries

7
Initiatives

> 200
Students

3
Awareness-

Raising Events

9
Circular

Products

> 10
Circularity

Project Partners 
4 

Levels of
Education

4 
Research
Projects

2
Projects Under

Exploration
2

Enhancement
Innovations
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> 150
Awareness-

Raising Social
Media Posts



Clean up with Ipsen volunteers - North Sea Canal (2025)

We started the year partnering with Master
and Bachelor students from the Erasmus
University Rotterdam and the University of
St.Gallen, a leading business institution in
Switzerland. 

This event consisted of a keynote, followed
by a hands-on clean up along the quay of the
New Meuse, in Rotterdam. 

In this initiative that combined prevention
with cleaning, volunteers collected a total of
14 bags of litter. 

Clean Up with Cargill and Rvdestern de
Stern

Student-Led Cleanup

In April, we organized a clean up event with
two dedicated corporate partners, Cargill and
Rvdestern de Stern.

The two companies were eager to involve
their employees in this direct action for
environmental protection. This serves both as
a means to raise individual awareness, as
well as to showcase the companies’ active
commitment to cleaner waters.

During the event, participants removed over
320kg of waste from the quay. 

Clean Ups

Clean ups remain a core component of CLEAR RIVERS’ hands-on approach to tackling plastic
pollution. In 2025, we mobilized volunteers, companies, students, and local communities across
the Netherlands and Vietnam to remove plastic waste from riverbanks, ports, and urban
waterways. 

Beyond immediate debris removal, these actions prevent plastic from re-entering the water
system and serve as powerful tools for awareness and local engagement. 

The initiatives highlighted in this report reflect a year of collective action and measurable impact. 
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In June, we organized another clean up
event in Rotterdam in collaboration with
Stolt Tankers and LyondellBasell. 

Although much of the plastic litter was
deeply hidden within riverside vegetation,
the team successfully removed
approximately 33 kilograms of waste from
the environment.

The event once again demonstrated the
value of corporate engagement and
collective action. We sincerely thank all
participants for their commitment and
strong team spirit.

clean Up with Stolt Tankers &
LyondellBasell

That same month, CLEAR RIVERS organized a
clean up in Amsterdam in collaboration with
Garanti BBVA International. 

Working from pedal boats, the team
collected 82 kilograms of litter in just one
hour from the city’s canals.

Among the recovered waste were larger
items such as a bicycle, a moped helmet, and
a shopping cart. This highlights the scale and
diversity of debris found in urban waterways.

We thank the team of Garanti BBVA
International for their active participation and
continued commitment to cleaner canals.

Clean Up by Pedal Boat in Amsterdam

What strikes me the most is the amount of small

plastics stuck in-between the rocks. They are so
hard to collect, and yet so harmful to the

environment.

(Student from Erasmus University of Rotterdam, 2025)

What strikes me the most is the amount of small
plastics stuck in-between the rocks. They are so

hard to collect, and yet so harmful to the
environment.

(Student from Erasmus University of Rotterdam, 2025)
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Harbor Clean Up with Festo

In July, CLEAR RIVERS organized a clean up
in Rotterdam with the enthusiastic support of
Festo. 

16 volunteers worked along the Lekhaven
and Keilehaven, removing plastic litter that
had washed up on the quays.

Together, the team removed 70 kilograms
of marine litter, contributing directly to
cleaner harbor areas and reducing the risk of
further pollution reaching the North Sea.

We sincerely thank Festo and its volunteers
for their hands-on contribution to protecting
Rotterdam’s waterways.

Annual Clean Up with Green Business
Club Rotterdam Alexander

In September, CLEAR RIVERS partnered with
the Green Business Club Rotterdam
Alexander for its annual neighborhood clean
up, in which local firms take responsibility for
maintaining a litter-free environment in their
own district.

This year, teams from Middin, CGI Nederland,
Coca-Cola Europacific Partners, Gemeente
Rotterdam, and Stichting Laurens
participated in a friendly competition to
collect the most waste from the streets. 

Together, participants removed over 100
kilograms of litter, contributing directly to a
cleaner and more livable neighborhood.

I did not imagine that the water pollution in
Rotterdam was so pervasive and severe.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)

I did not imagine that the water pollution in
Rotterdam was so pervasive and severe.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)

12



In October, the southern bank of the North
Sea Canal became significantly cleaner
following a clean up with volunteers from
Cargill and Roeivereniging De Stern.
Together, the teams removed more than 39
bags of plastic waste from the riverbank.

By addressing litter accumulation along the
shoreline, the volunteers helped prevent
plastic from re-entering the water system
and contributing to further marine pollution.

We sincerely thank all participants for their
dedication and commitment, and we look
forward to continuing our collaboration in
future initiatives.

Clean Up with Cargill & Roeivereniging
De Stern

CLEAR RIVERS organized another clean up in
October along the North Sea Canal. This time,
our collaboration was with Ipsen. 

Within just one hour, the participating team
removed 93 kilograms of plastic litter from a
heavily polluted section of the quay.

Collected waste ranged from plastic foil, PET
bottles, Styrofoam, food packaging, rope, and
larger items. such as a container lid and even
a car tire.

We appreciated collaborating with the Ipsen
team in this initiative.

Clean Up with Ipsen

I think everyone should get involved in this type of
clean up initiative at least once in their lifetime. It is
such an eye-opening experience; and it highlights

the power of individual action to solve
sustainability challenges.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)

I think everyone should get involved in this type of
clean up initiative at least once in their lifetime. It is
such an eye-opening experience; and it highlights

the power of individual action to solve
sustainability challenges.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)
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Clean Up at Rotterdam Lekhaven
with LyondellBasell

Volunteers from LyondellBasell joined us for
a clean up at the Rotterdam Lekhaven, where
30 kilograms of plastic litter were removed
from the quay. In just one hour, the team
collected more than 16 bags of waste.

This area experiences a constant influx of
debris carried by the Nieuwe Maas. Incoming
tides and southwesterly winds push litter into
the harbor, where it accumulates. 

By regularly removing this waste, we prevent
macroplastics from fragmenting into
microplastics and being carried back toward
the North Sea by the outgoing tide.

In November, CLEAR RIVERS organized the
final clean up event of the year together with
students from Melanchthon Schiebroek. 

In addition to participating in hands-on litter
removal, students learned more about our
integrated approach to preventing plastic
pollution at its source.

By combining education with direct action,
the event reinforced the importance of local
responsibility and behavioral change. 

We thank the students for their enthusiasm,
curiosity, and active engagement.

Student Clean Up: Final Event of 2025

I will definitely be more mindful of my

consumption of single-use plastics
following this clean up.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)

I will definitely be more mindful of my
consumption of single-use plastics

following this clean up.

(Clean up volunteer, 2025)
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CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Traps are emptied on a regular basis to ensure continuous and effective
waste interception. On average, each installation recovers between 5 and 100 kilograms of
marine debris per week, depending on location, tidal influence, and seasonal conditions.

The collected material illustrates both the scale and diversity of pollution present in urban
waterways. In one example, a single Litter Trap recovered 40 kilograms of debris from a local
canal, including fragments of kitchen cabinets, a watering can, nitrous oxide cylinders, PET
bottles (both intact and partially filled), Styrofoam boat remnants, footwear, and other discarded
household items.

In another instance, a trap required two consecutive collections within one week, yielding over
50 plastic bags of varying sizes and removing more than 100 kilograms of marine pollution from
the water system.

These weekly operations prevent larger plastic items from fragmenting into microplastics and
reduce the risk of debris being transported further downstream toward the North Sea.
Continuous monitoring and maintenance of the Litter Traps remain a core component of CLEAR
RIVERS’ strategy to intercept plastic pollution at critical points within river systems.

Ongoing Litter Trap Debris Collection

Litter Traps

Litter Trap - Oradea, Romania

Since 2017, CLEAR RIVERS has developed and refined its Litter Trap technology to intercept
plastic pollution at strategic points in rivers and canals. 

In 2025, we continued to expand, optimize, and innovate our installations. From installing our
first modular Litter Trap in Dordrecht (Netherlands) to implementing a solar-powered propulsion
system that enhances capture efficiency, we have achieved meaningful milestones over the past
year that we are proud to share with our partners and supporters.

This section highlights key installations, pilots, and technological advancements achieved in
2025.

15Debris collection at Litter Trap – Rotterdam



Deployment of the pLitter AI-CCTV
System – Can Tho, Vietnam

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS Vietnam installed
the pLitter AI-CCTV system in Can Tho as
part of the PlasticFlow Mekong Project. 

The system consists of two solar-powered
AI-CCTV cameras installed on the Rach
Ngong Bridge to monitor plastic waste flows
in the Rach Ngong Canal.

Designed by the Geoinformatics Center (GIC)
at the Asian Institute of Technology and
installed in collaboration with DeltaFly and
AE789 Company, the system enables real-
time monitoring and data-driven analysis of
plastic pollution. 

By combining artificial intelligence with
renewable energy solutions, the project
strengthens our capacity to quantify plastic
leakage and better understand pollution
dynamics in the Mekong region.

The collected data supports more targeted
interventions, improved policy engagement,
and evidence-based environmental
management. 

This installation represents an important step
toward integrating smart technology into
riverine plastic pollution prevention
strategies.

 Litter Trap Innovations

16AI CCTV solar panels – Can Tho, Vietnam

AI CCTV system installation – Can Tho, Vietnam



In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS advanced its innovation efforts with the successful deployment of a
solar-powered electric propeller system in Rotterdam. 

The first unit is now fully operational at our Litter Trap installation in Coolhaven, where it actively
enhances debris interception.

The propeller engine creates a controlled water flow that gently directs floating plastic waste
out of the fairway and toward the Litter Trap. By influencing current dynamics in a targeted
manner, the system increases the capture efficiency of the installation without obstructing
vessel traffic or disturbing the surrounding ecosystem.

Powered entirely by solar panels, the system operates on renewable energy and is designed for
low-maintenance, durable performance. 

During the pilot phase, the engine was tested under various weather conditions, current
intensities, and engine speeds to assess its effectiveness across different types of floating
debris. 

Early results showed a clear improvement in the concentration and guidance of plastic waste
toward the collection system. We see an efficiency of 75% to 100% of plastic being pushed
out of the fairway and towards the trap’s entrance. Results also confirm that the current
created by the engine causes no disturbance to ships or other water-based activities.

The insights gained from this first operational phase in Coolhaven are being used to further
optimize the configuration and performance of future installations. The final design aims to
maximize marine debris capture while minimizing energy consumption, reinforcing CLEAR
RIVERS’ commitment to scalable, data-informed, and energy-efficient innovation.

We thank Rotterdam Circulair and the Brunel Foundation for supporting the development and
implementation of this forward-looking solution.

Looking ahead, CLEAR RIVERS aims to further develop and deploy this enhancement across
additional Litter Trap locations. By combining passive interception with targeted flow guidance,
the propeller system represents an important step toward more efficient and adaptable
plastic capture solutions in diverse waterways.

Pilot and First Installation of Solar-Powered Propeller System – Rotterdam

17Our first propeller engine – Rotterdam

Below is an aerial view illustration of how the propeller engine at Coolhaven, Rotterdam,
functions. 

The orange arrow indicates the direction of the current coming from the propeller engine and
pushing the litter towards the Litter Trap on the opposite side of the harbor.



New Installations

Achieving Circularity – Ambon, Indonesia

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS reached an important milestone in Ambon, Indonesia, by establishing a
fully circular plastic recovery system. Trash booms were installed in three rivers to intercept
plastic debris before it could reach the sea, significantly reducing marine leakage at critical
points.

The collected plastic waste is recovered from the booms by our local partner, Recovered
Indonesia (Reco). With newly installed recycling machinery, the organization is now able to
process the intercepted plastic into valuable new products, including furniture pieces. This
development marks a significant step toward closing the loop locally.

Ambon, like many islands in Indonesia, has faced plastic pollution challenges for decades.
While many goods imported to the island are made of or packaged in plastic, local recycling
infrastructure has historically been limited. By combining debris interception with on-site
recycling capacity, CLEAR RIVERS’ integrated approach both prevents marine pollution and
supports the development of a local circular economy.

We thank our partner Recovered Indonesia and the Eureka Network for their collaboration and
support in advancing this impactful initiative.

18Debris collection – Ambon, Indonesia
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Compact and modular, the system is designed for straightforward transport and installation: all
components fit into the back of a standard van, and the trap can be assembled and deployed by
two people. 

Constructed from recycled plastic, the installation also contributes to circular economy
principles, reinforcing the sustainability of the solution itself.

While the trap’s effectiveness is encouraging, the volume and composition of collected
plastic pollution remain a stark reminder of the scale of the challenge. 

The Dordrecht installation underscores both the urgency of continued action and the importance
of innovative, scalable solutions.

We thank our project partners, Gemeente Dordrecht and Waterschap Hollandse Delta, for their
collaboration in bringing this new system into operation.

In September 2025, CLEAR RIVERS installed its newest Modular Litter Trap in the Riedijkshaven
in Dordrecht. 

During its first month of operation, the installation retrieved 430 items of marine debris,
demonstrating strong early performance. Among the collected waste were 269 small plastic
foil fragments, highlighting the significant presence of small plastic particles in open waterways.

The trap is emptied on a weekly basis, and all recovered debris is systematically sorted and
analyzed. This process not only ensures effective removal of both macro- and microplastics, but
also provides valuable insight into local pollution patterns.

The Modular Litter Trap represents CLEAR RIVERS’ latest development in durable and cost-
effective plastic interception. Building on the experience gained from installing more than
twenty Litter Traps internationally since 2017, the new design focuses on scalability, efficiency,
and ease of implementation.

Launch of our New Modular Litter Trap – Dordrecht, Netherlands

20

Modular Litter Trap installation – Dordrecht, Netherlands

Modular Litter Trap – Dordrecht, Netherlands



Catches of the Year
Are you curious about what ends up in our Litter Traps? We have seen it all, from helmets, to broken phones, toys, coffee pots, and so much
more. These objects illustrate both the unpredictability and scale of plastic leakage in urban waterways. Check out 2025's hall of fame.

21

Styrofoam

Fake skull

Spa slippers

Nike shoes

Stuffed animal



In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS launched and successfully implemented the national competition
“From Waste to Wetlands” in Vietnam. The initiative challenged young innovators to design
floating garden models made from recycled plastic, aimed at improving water quality in riverine
urban areas.

Organized by CLEAR RIVERS with support from the Consulate General of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in Ho Chi Minh City, the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO), and Partners for
Water, the program combined environmental innovation with youth engagement. The
competition was conducted online and open to Vietnamese citizens aged 18–30, including
university students, postgraduates, young professionals, and members of social organizations or
start-ups.

Participants worked in teams of two and submitted concept proposals consisting of a short
motivation video and a preliminary design sketch. 

Through this format, the initiative promoted creative thinking around plastic waste recycling,
circular design, and ecosystem restoration. Selected concepts contributed to the development
and piloting of floating garden models in Can Tho, where they aim to support water quality
improvement and urban biodiversity restoration.

“From Waste to Wetlands” Eco-Innovation Design Challenge – Vietnam

Education

Education is fundamental to long-term plastic pollution prevention, and therefore, it is a key
priority for CLEAR RIVERS. 

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS engaged pupils, students, and young professionals through lectures,
workshops, research collaborations, and hands-on field activities. 

By combining knowledge-sharing with practical experience, from emptying Litter Traps to
designing circular products, we empower the next generation to take ownership of
sustainable water management. 

The initiatives presented in this section of our report demonstrate how education strengthens
systemic change.

22Presentation to students from Toorop MAVO – Rotterdam

Online challenge session



Over four structured mentoring sessions, teams refined their technical designs, strengthened
feasibility, and developed full prototype models integrating recycled materials.

During the prototype phase, participants received recycled materials and financial support to
build and test their floating wetland concepts in water. 

The hands-on process translated circular economy principles into tangible solutions,
demonstrating how recovered plastic can be transformed into functional ecological
infrastructure.
.
The journey culminated on August 28, 2025, with the Final Pitching Day, where the 8 finalist
teams presented their prototypes and implementation strategies to a professional jury board. 

Projects were evaluated on innovation, practical application, aesthetic design, environmental
impact, and presentation quality. The following three teams were selected as winners of the
competition (see images of their prototypes on the right).

Importantly, the initiative did not end with the competition. CLEAR RIVERS is now moving into
the next phase of prototype fabrication, pilot testing, and impact assessment, with plans to
implement and evaluate the floating wetland models in Can Tho.

By combining youth engagement, circular material use, structured mentorship, and real-world
piloting, From Waste to Wetlands demonstrates CLEAR RIVERS’ integrated approach: preventing
plastic pollution while fostering innovation and ecosystem restoration.

23
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In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS delivered a series of lectures at Erasmus University Rotterdam,
engaging classes of approximately 20 students per session. During these interactive
presentations, our founder, Ramon Knoester, addressed the global scale and systemic nature of
plastic pollution and introduced CLEAR RIVERS’ integrated approach to tackling the issue.

Beyond raising awareness, the sessions encouraged critical dialogue and active participation.
Students were invited to explore the environmental, social, and economic dimensions of plastic
pollution and to reflect on their own role as future professionals in driving sustainable solutions.
Through open discussion and exchange, the lectures fostered deeper understanding and
long-term behavioral changes among students.

Guest Lectures at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam

From September to January, CLEAR RIVERS collaborated with students from Rotterdam
University of Applied Sciences (Hogeschool Rotterdam) on a technical assignment linked to our
propeller innovation. 

The student team developed a weather station concept designed to monitor environmental
conditions and support the control of water currents generated by the solar-powered
propeller system. By analyzing factors such as wind and flow dynamics, the project contributes
to optimizing the efficiency and performance of the installation.

Student Assignment with Hogeschool Rotterdam

24

Engaging students and young professionals in
solving global plastic pollution is our biggest hope
for long-lasting change. This is why education
initiatives are a core priority for CLEAR RIVERS.

(Ramon Knoester, Founder, 2025)

Engaging students and young professionals in
solving global plastic pollution is our biggest hope

for long-lasting change. This is why education
initiatives are a core priority for CLEAR RIVERS.

(Ramon Knoester, Founder, 2025)

Guest lecture



CLEAR RIVERS collaborated with 85 students to explore new circular applications for plastic
recovered from Dutch waterways. As we continue to collect plastic waste on a weekly basis,
identifying innovative and accessible reuse pathways remains a key priority.

To make circularity tangible and educational, we are developing a circular workshop space at
our Rotterdam office. In this space, students, pupils, and volunteers will transform plastic drift
waste into valuable new products. The recent workshop provided valuable insights into initial
concepts and design possibilities, laying the foundation for future circular creations.

Education remains a central pillar of CLEAR RIVERS’ integrated approach to tackling plastic
pollution. By combining hands-on experimentation with environmental awareness, we empower
young people to actively contribute to creating plastic-free rivers.

We thank KITE Educatie and Rotterdam Circulair for organizing and facilitating this initiative.

Circular Design Workshop with 85 Students – Rotterdam
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CLEAR RIVERS collaborated closely with pupils from Toorop MAVO in Rotterdam. Over the
course of four days, students visited our office, assisted in emptying our Litter Traps, and
developed their own ideas to prevent plastic pollution.

By combining hands-on experience with critical reflection and creative problem-solving, the
program enabled students to better understand the sources and impacts of plastic waste in
urban waterways.

We thank the pupils, their teachers, Toorop MAVO, and Rotterdam Circulair for their engagement
in this initiative.

Educational Program with Toorop MAVO – Rotterdam

CLEAR RIVERS delivered a lecture to 12 students of Melanchthon Schiebroek, introducing our
integrated approach to preventing plastic pollution. 

The session combined awareness-building with action, as students not only learned about the
issue but also participated in a clean up activity themselves. 

By linking knowledge to hands-on experience, the initiative reinforced the importance of
individual responsibility in protecting local waterways.

Lecture to students of Melanchthon Schiebroek – Rotterdam

Circular design workshop – Rotterdam

Collaboration with students from Toorop MAVO – Rotterdam



Awareness

Creating visible impact is essential to changing behavior. 

Throughout 2025, CLEAR RIVERS participated in conferences, public events, and partnerships
that expanded our reach beyond direct operations. 

By presenting captured marine debris, sharing data-driven insights, and engaging with diverse
audiences, from policymakers to business leaders, we reinforced the urgency of addressing
plastic pollution and the importance of collaborative solutions.

This section presents some of the highlights of our 2025 awareness-raising efforts.

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS contributed to the Rijn-Maas PLASTIVAL, an initiative of the Community
of Practice Plastics organized by Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences, the Municipality of
Rotterdam, the Port of Rotterdam, Rijkswaterstaat West Nederland Zuid, and Wageningen
University & Research. 

The event highlighted the essential role of research, education, and collaboration in working
toward a Plastic Free Delta.

As part of the program, CLEAR RIVERS delivered two large bags of marine debris collected
from our Litter Traps in Rotterdam. The materials were sorted and analyzed during the event,
providing tangible insight into the composition and scale of plastic pollution in local waterways.

By making captured waste visible within an academic and policy-driven setting, the initiative
strengthened the connection between field operations, research, and public awareness,
reinforcing the importance of collaboration and shared responsibility in tackling plastic pollution.

We thank Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences, Rotterdam Circulair, and Tijmen den
Oudendammer for their collaboration in this impactful event.

Participation in the Rijn-Maas PLASTIVAL – Rotterdam
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Plastics delivered to Rijn-Maas PLASTIVAL – Rotterdam

Our founder, Ramon Knoester, presenting at VIETWATER, Vietnam



In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS sponsored the Miss Business Global contest in Vietnam, using the
platform to raise awareness about plastic pollution and sustainable water management
among a broad and diverse audience. 

By engaging with business leaders, entrepreneurs, and media networks connected to the event,
CLEAR RIVERS expanded its outreach beyond traditional environmental circles. 

The sponsorship provided an opportunity to highlight the importance of corporate responsibility
and cross-sector collaboration in addressing plastic pollution and advancing circular economy
solutions.

Sponsorship for the Miss Business Global Contest – Vietnam

In October 2025, CLEAR RIVERS presented its integrated approach to tackling plastic
pollution at VIETWATER in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 

During the three-day event, we highlighted our activities in Vietnam, including the installation of
our first Litter Trap in 2024, as well as ongoing clean ups, education programs, awareness
initiatives, and recycling efforts.

By participating in one of the region’s leading water sector exhibitions, CLEAR RIVERS
strengthened its visibility within the international water management community and
engaged with stakeholders interested in sustainable and scalable solutions to plastic
pollution.

We thank the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Vietnam for its support and collaboration in
facilitating our participation.

Participation in VIETWATER – Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
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In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS advanced on the concept development of a Circular Workshop at its
Rotterdam location. The workshop is designed to be an interactive space where recovered
plastic from local waterways can be processed and transformed into new, value-added
products together with students, volunteers, and partners.

By combining hands-on material experimentation with education and circular design
principles, the initiative aims to make plastic pollution tangible while demonstrating practical
reuse pathways. The Circular Workshop will serve as a bridge between clean up operations,
recycling innovation, and community engagement, strengthening CLEAR RIVERS’ local circular
ecosystem. 

Implementing this concept in practice is one of CLEAR RIVERS’ current main priorities for the
following years.

Concept Development for New Circular Workshops – Rotterdam

Recycling

Recycling transforms interception into circular value. In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS strengthened local
recycling pathways in both the Netherlands and Southeast Asia, turning recovered plastic
into durable new products and circular applications. 

From furniture production in Ambon to product innovation in Can Tho, our recycling efforts close
the loop between prevention and reuse. The projects in this section illustrate how waste can
become a resource within a functioning circular economy.

28Circular workshop conceptFloating wetland – Vietnam



Unibrick demonstration building

Circular products – Can Tho, Vietnam

In 2025, CLEAR RIVERS demonstrated the tangible potential of circular solutions in Can Tho,
Vietnam. Over a six-month period, 300 kilograms of plastic waste collected from our Litter
Trap in Cai Khe Canal and through the Zero-Waste School Model at To Hien Thanh Primary
School were transformed into durable, functional recycled products.

In collaboration with PLASTICPeople and Mộc Saigon, the recovered materials were analyzed,
processed, and converted into high-quality products, proving that intercepted marine debris
can re-enter the value chain as a resource. The initiative was supported by the UN
Environment Programme and The Usual Hotels, and implemented in close cooperation with
the school community, the Can Tho People’s Committee, and the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment of Can Tho City.

By connecting river interception, education, and local recycling capacity, this project
reinforces CLEAR RIVERS’ integrated approach: preventing plastic leakage while building
local circular economies.

From Marine Pollution to Circular Products – Can Tho, Vietnam

In 2025, the first Unibrick demonstration building was completed, showcasing how recycled
plastic can be transformed into innovative construction materials. 

Unibrick is an interlocking building block made from recycled plastic, designed as a circular
alternative for sustainable construction. Our partner, Unibrick, is behind this powerful initiative.

CLEAR RIVERS contributed to the project by supplying plastic waste collected from our Litter
Traps in local waterways. 

This collaboration highlights how intercepted river plastic can be repurposed into durable,
value-added products, reinforcing the link between pollution prevention and circular
building solutions.

Unibrick Demonstration Building
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Building on the installation of trash booms in three rivers in Ambon, CLEAR RIVERS reached an
important milestone in 2025 by establishing a local recycling pathway for the intercepted
plastic waste. The collected material is recovered and processed by our local partner,
Recovered Indonesia (Reco), using newly installed recycling machinery.

For the first time, plastic debris captured before reaching the sea is being transformed
locally into valuable new products, including furniture pieces. This development addresses a
long-standing challenge on the island, where plastic consumption has grown over decades
without adequate recycling infrastructure.

By combining river interception with on-site recycling capacity, CLEAR RIVERS’ approach in
Ambon moves beyond waste collection toward the creation of a functioning local circular
economy. The initiative demonstrates how environmental protection and economic value
creation can reinforce one another in vulnerable island contexts.

We thank Recovered Indonesia and the Eureka Network for their essential support in realizing
this circular transition.

Achieving Circularity – Ambon, Indonesia

Circularity is not an add-on to CLEAR RIVERS’ work; it is embedded in our identity. 

Plastic waste intercepted through our Litter Traps is not only removed from waterways but
actively reintegrated into new applications, from durable products to ecological installations. 

Our Litter Traps themselves are largely produced from recycled plastics, demonstrating how
recovered materials can return as functional infrastructure. 

Even pilot components, floaters, and collected natural elements are repurposed in
greenification projects, extending their lifespan and ecological value. 

By designing solutions that both intercept and reuse plastic, CLEAR RIVERS ensures that
prevention and circular economy principles are structurally connected.

Circularity Embedded in Our Operations and Identity
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Propeller engine pilot – Rotterdam, Netherlands

Looking 
Ahead
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Clean up by pedal boat - Amsterdam (2025)

Our first propeller engine installation – Coolhaven, Rotterdam

Deepen Cleaning
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Plastic pollution is an urgent challenge that demands decisive action. In the coming
years, CLEAR RIVERS will continue to expand its impact by mobilizing communities
through clean up initiatives and scaling Litter Traps installations in waterways around
the world. These efforts form the foundation of our priorities across our cleaning pillars:

Clean Ups

CLEAR RIVERS will continue to engage local communities and organizations in clean
up initiatives that make the scale of plastic pollution visible and tangible. By
strengthening existing partnerships and building new collaborations, we aim to expand
these efforts and mobilize more people to take action for cleaner waterways.

Litter Traps

We aim to expand our Litter Trap network by installing additional systems in waterways
both within and beyond Europe. Following the successful development and testing of
our newest modular model, the LT1, in Dordrecht (Netherlands), we plan to deploy this
scalable solution in new locations worldwide.

At the same time, we are accelerating the rollout of Litter Trap enhancements,
including our latest innovation: a solar-powered propeller engine. This motorized
system creates a controlled water flow that guides floating debris toward the Litter
Trap’s entrance, significantly increasing capture efficiency.



Circularity workshop with 85 students from KITE educatie - Rotterdam (2025)

Recycled floating wetland - Vietnam

Boost Prevention
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Education

In 2026, one of our key priorities is to organize local circular workshops with students
from different age groups. These sessions will encourage pupils to explore innovative
ways to transform plastic waste into valuable new products, while learning about
circular design and the impact of plastic pollution.

Awareness

CLEAR RIVERS aims to increase its participation in events focused on innovation,
policy, research, and impact related to global plastic pollution. By presenting our work
and sharing our insights, we seek to contribute to knowledge exchange and strengthen
collaboration with other players working toward systemic change.

Prevention is essential to solving global plastic pollution in the long-term. CLEAR
RIVERS is committed to expanding its prevention-focused initiatives in the coming
years to drive lasting behavioral and systemic change. The following priorities guide our
efforts across our prevention pillars:

Recycling

We aim to expand our portfolio of circular products through our circular workshops
and other initiatives. One of our current projects is an affordable recycled floating
wetland concept that uses recovered plastic to greenify urban rivers while supporting
biodiversity and water quality.



A Special Thank You to Our Partners
Our achievements in 2025 would not have been possible without the commitment and collaboration of our partners and supporters. From corporate sponsors and public institutions to
educational organizations, research partners, and dedicated volunteers, each has played a vital role in advancing our mission. 

We sincerely thank all those who contributed to making this year’s impact possible.
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CLEAR RIVERS

Interested? Get in touch!

Let’s stop plastic pollution at its source.

Persoonsdam 151
3071EE Rotterdam
The Netherlands

https://www.instagram.com/_clearrivers_/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/clearrivers/
https://www.clearrivers.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/@CLEARRIVERS
https://www.facebook.com/clearrivers.eu
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CLEAR RIVERS is the brand name of Recycled Island Stichting 

KvK Rotterdam: 61045225 
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Persoonsdam 151 
3071EE Rotterdam 
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Administrative review 

 

2025 was all about further professionalization of CLEAR RIVERS. The foundation once again 
achieved a positive financial result and strengthened its equity. In addition, international activities 
were expanded, including in Vietnam and Romania. The board is satisfied with the social impact 
achieved and expresses its appreciation for the efforts of employees, volunteers, partners and 
subsidy providers. On 29 June 2026, the board adopted the activity report and the financial 
statements for 2025. 
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